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PREFACE. 



At the suggestion of some clerical friends who haTe 
kindly expressed to me their favourable opinion of '' The 
Catechetical Explanation of the Collects for every Sun- 
day in the Tear, and Principal Festivals," which I pub- ^ 
lished a few years ago, I have prepared this volume, in 
the humble hope of contributing some little additional 
assistance to parents and sunday-school teachers, in 
imparting scriptural instruction to the children en- 
trusted to their care. 

More than sixteen years' experience in parochial 
teaching has fully convinced me that the safest as well 
as the most effectual mode of conveying sound scriptural 
knowledge to the minds of our children is through the 
liturgy and formularies of our truly scriptural church, 
every part of which so abounds with scripture-truth, 
expressed in language taken from the Bible, that it may 
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be said to be almost inspired, or^ as it has been expressed 
by an eloquent Dissenter, when descanting upon their 
excellence» only not inspired,* And I think it^ may be 
safely affirmed, that in the Book of Common Prayer the 
Christian minister, parent, atid sunday-school teacher 
will find ample materials for instruction of the most be- 
neficial kind. That my former little book has been ap- 
proved of by many valued friends, has, I thankfully 
acknowledge, afforded me great gratification, I trust 
this one will merit the same. My object in pubhshing 
it will be fully attained if, in addition to this approval^ 
it should be the means of leading those who use it, and 
with whom it is used, more clearly to perceive the scrip- 
tural character of the Services of our church, many of 
the excellencies of which are overlooked by us, owing, 
in a great measure, to our having been so familiar with 
them from our childhood. I am not aware that there 
is any similar publication to be had, and, as in many 
Sunday-schools, as well as families, portions of the Ser- 
vice of our church (especially those here treated upon) 
are committed to memory, this little book may prove ac- 
ceptable. The writers from whom I have principally 

* Robert HalL 
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drawn what I have brought forward have been, Wheatlj» 
Shepherd, Pdmer, Comber, and Molesworth, the last of 
whom is the onlj one at all within the reach of the class 
of persons for whom this book is designed. 

C. M. 

Jan. 4tb, 1847. 



'* Thb Prayer Book of the Church of England was not oompoeed in 
few years, nor by a few men ; it has descended to ns with the im- 
provements and the approbation of many centuries ; and they who 
truly feel the cahn and soblime elevation of onr hymns and prayers, 
participate in the sphit of primitive devotion. The great majority of 
our formularies are actually translated from Latin and Greek rituals, 
which have been used for at least fourteen or fifteen hundred years in 
the Christian church ; and there is scarcely a portion of our Prayer 
Book which canoot in some way be traced to antient offices.** — Palmer 
on the Antiqtdtiea of the English Ritual, 



MORNING AND EVENING SERVICE. 



The office for the morning and evening senrioe commences with di- 
rections given to tiie minister in the Rubric, to read one or more of the 
sentences of Scriptore, eleven in number, that follow. The selection of 
these particalar sentences has given rise to two opinions respecting the 
object the framers of our Liturgy had in view when they made it. It 
is difficult to say which is the more correct one ; both, however, are 
instructive, and it may be that both are true. One is, that they may 
be considered as addressed to five difierent descriptions of persons, 
affording : — 

1. Instruction to the ignorant and erring. — 1 John, i. 8, 9 ; Ezek. 
xvni. 2. 

2. Admonition to the negligent and inconsiderate. — Ps. li. 3; 
Math. iii. 2. 

8. Models of penitential devotion to those who are apprehensive 
of God's judgments. — Ps. li. 9, cxliiL 2 ; Jer. x. 24. 

4. Encouragement and consolation to the diffident and contrite. — 
Ps. li. 17 ; Dan. ix. 9, 10 ; Luke, xv. 18, 19. 

5. Caution to the ceremonious and formal. — Joel, ii. 18. 

These sentences, according to this opinion, provide the piinister with 
a number from which he may select, from time to time, such as may 
be suited to the various halnts and dispositions of his congrgation.* 

The other opinion is, that they are intended to confirm the autho- 
rity of God's word, and to commend to our hearts, in the most im- 
pressive language, what is contained in tiie exhortation which the mi- 

* Shepherd on Um Book of ComnMm Firmer. 
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nister is about to read to the congregation. For this purpose they 
set before us God*s promises through his prophets, David's example, 
the Baptist's warning, our Lord's afiecting parable, the beloved Dis- 
ciple's counsel, and the faithfulness of God in the promises he has 
given.* The latter opinion is striking ; but from the fiict that the 
Minister, in the Rubric, is directed to use one or morcj the number 
being left to his own discretion, I think we may infer that the former 
opinion is the more correct one. 



THE EXHORTATION. 

The sentences. Exhortation, Confession, and Absolution, were pre- 
fixed to the Liturgy at the second review of it in the relga of Edward 
the Sixth, A. D. 1551, previous to which time the services began with 
the Lord's Prayer. 



How does the Minister address the congregation ? As his '^dearly 
beloved brethren.'* 

Why does he so address them ? To express his brotherly love for 
them, and to remind them of the relation in which they stand to lum 
and to each other ; and also into whose family all are adopted. 

Into whose family are he and they adopted ? Into God's famOy. — 
John, i. 12 ; Rom. viii. 16 ; 1 John. iii. 4. 

How do we become God's children by adoption? By believing in 
Jesus.— John i. 12 ; Gal. iii. 26 ; Heb. ii. 11. 

Whence does the Minister draw his exhortation? From Scripture. 

What does the Soripture move us to do ? To acknowledge and 
confess our manifold sins and wickedness. 

What is the meaning of the words ^^moveth?" Directs us. 

What does the Scripture move us not to do? Not to dissemble or 
cloak our sins. 

Before whom ? Before the face of the Almighty God. 

What is meant by '* Before the face of Almighty God ?" In the 
presence of Almighty Qod. 

What is Almighty God called ? Our Heavenly Father. 

Is there any difiierence between the expresions '* acknowledge and 
coDfaB,''.and "dissemble and cloak?" There is; ** acknowledge" 
means that we admit certain words, thoughts, and actions, are 

* Molesworth'B " Sunday Reader.*' 
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sins, and is opposed to the tenn ** dissemble," which means the 
denial that certain actions are sinful, which are really so. *' Con- 
fess" has reference, not so much to the nature of our sins, as to the 
fact of our having been guilty of them,, and is opposed to the term 
'* cloak," which means a concealment of our sins. 

Explain this more distinctly. The terms " acknowledge and dis- 
semble'' relate to the inward oonsdoiuness of guilt, that we ought not 
to deceive ourselves, and cannot deceive God ; '* confess and cloak" 
relate to the outward act of confessing ourselves guilty before the 
congregation. 

Does the Exhortation itself show thi» distinction? It does, by 
udng the expression " a(^owledge at all time^ immediately af- 
terwards. 

How does this show the distinction ? We are at all times, in pri- 
vate as well as in public, to acknowledge our sins ; but we conifess 
them one to another. 

In what spirit are we to confess our sins ? With an humble, 
lowly, penitent, and obedient heart. 

Is there any difference between the expressions *' humble and 
lowly ?" There is ; " humble" means a meek, submissive spirit ; 
" lowly" the entertaining of a low opinion of ourselves. 

What is meant by " penitent ?" Bemg sorry for sin. 

What is meant by *' obedient ?" A readiness to comply with what 
God requires of us. 

What shall we obtain by this? Forgiveness of our sins. 

What is meant by " to the end that?" That it will lead to our 
being for^ven our sins. 

Is it at all meant that we shall deserve it ? By no means, for it 
will still be '* by his infinite goodness and mercy." 

What do we say that we ought ** at all times" to do ? Humbly to 
acknowledge our sins before Grod. 

What is meant by " at all times ?" It was stated before as mean- 
ing " in private as well as in public" 

When ought we more especially to do it ? When we assemble and 
meet together. 

For what purpose ? To render thanks for the great benefits we 
have received at his hands, to se^ forth his most worthy praise, to 
hear his most holy word, and to ask those things which are requisite 
and necessary as well for the body as the soul. 

Is there any peculiarity in the order in which these are placed ? 
There is; they are placed exactly in the order of the service that fol- 
lowSk After the confession is made, and the absolution pronounced, 
thanks are rendered, and his prais^et forth in the Psalms, his holy 
word is heard in the Lessons, and everything requisite and necessaiy 
is asked for ns iikthe prayers and litany. 

Is there any difference between the expressions " requisite and ne- 
cessary ?" 'niere is ; " requisite" means things necessary for our com- 



4 MORNINO AND EVENING SERVICE OF THE 

fort, but withont which we can exist ; ** necessary*' means those tlungs 
without which we cannot exist. 

What is meant by " as well for the body as the soul ?" Our tem- 
poral as well as our spiritual wants. 

What does the Minister call upon the congregation to do ? To ac- 
company him to the throne of grace. 

In what way ? With a pure heart and humble voice. 

What is meant by " a pure heart ?'' A heart ftee from guile or hy- 
pocrisy. 

What is meant by " a humble voice ?" A voice which shows by 
its tone that it feels sorrow of heart 

What is meant by the expression ** grace?" It means, when ap- 
plied to God, his boundless love, goodness, mercy, and favour. 

What are the people to do? To say after the minister the words 
of the confession that follaws. 

Why are they to do this ? Because it is by the voice that we pub- 
licly show to others the foelings of our hearts. 



Addnas.— Luke, yili. 21 ; FhU. It. 1 ; 1 Pet. ii. 1 1. 

1st ClaoM — Fialm zzxii. 6, 11. i Ftov. zxylil. 18 1 1 John, 1. 8, 9. 

2ndClaiu« — Job, xlU. 16 1 Fror. zxrili. 13 1 Ihu xjcx; Acts, t. 1-10. 

3rd CUiue — Job, xUi. 6. ; Jer. 111. 13 t Hoeea, t. 15 1 Luke, ztUI. 13; Math. zi 39. 

4th ClAOM — PmOiii zxxU. 5 i Im. Iv. 7 i Jer. lii. 12. 

5th CUnie — Fialm xl. 15 ; U. 3 ; Eoc tU. 20. 

6th CUuM — FMlm exxzii. 7 1 Hoeea, xIt. 2. 

7th ChMiie — Fialm c. 4 1 cUL 1, 2, 3, 4. 

8th Claun — Fialm L 23 ; Ixr. 1 1 Im. xlUi. 21. 

9th Claoie — Dent. xxi. 11, 12 { Luke, xIt. 16 1 Aeti, xiU. 44. 

10th Claufe— Ita. Ivi. 7 1 Luke, xL 3 1 Fhil. It. 6, 19. 

11th ClaoM— liath. xrili. 19 i 2 Gor. t. 20 1 Heb. xiii. 17. 

12th ClaoM— Fnlm x. 17 1 IxvL 18 ; Heb. xii. 28. 

13th Clauae— Fmlm Ixri. ; John, y1. 37 ; 1 Heb. iv. 16. 



When we bear in mind that when we enter the house of God we 
are coining, as it were, into the immediate presence of Him to whom all 
hearts are open, and from whom no secrets are hid, and to have an au- 
dience with the Majesty of Heaven, seated on the throne of his mercy, it 
surely becomes us to have our minds in a state duly solemn, so as pro- 
perly to feel the importance of the duty in which we are about to engage. 
To this end, before we enter, we ought, by earnest prayer in private, to 
endeavour to lay aside all worldly thoughts, so that in the house of God 
we may be able to realize to ourselves " the presence of EQm whom we come 
to worship," and of whom we are told that he "is a spirit, and that they 
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who worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth."* It becomes 
US to give earnest heed to all that the Minister of God is directed to say 
to ns, for although he does address us as his ** dearly beloved brethren," 
not being in any way difierent from any of his congregation, he stands 
before them, commissioned by God, as his ambassador, declaring his 
will, and delivering the message entrusted to him, so that every word 
he utters comes, as it were, fh)m God himself, and is stamped with 
God's authority. God has promised that " where two or three are 
gathered together in his name, there he is in the midst :" * on the 
strength of this promise we may approach him with holy boldness, 
and in proportion to our faith will be the comfort and edification we 
shall recdve. There is, however, in the mind of fallen man a 
strange, and, if Scripture did not explain it to us, an unaccountable 
proneness to rest satisfied with merely using the means, without looking 
to ascertain whether the end for which it has been appointed has been 
brought about. In nothing is this formality of spirit shown more than in 
the worship of God (Isa. xxix. 13) ; it becomes us, therefore, to examine 
the state of our minds while engaged in the worship of God, and en- 
deavour to have such a sense of our own pressing necessities, and such 
" a firm belief in the fiiithfulness and love of our Heavenly Father, as 
may keep alive in us an earnest spirit of prayer. The deeper the 
feeling of our own unworthiness is, and the higher our views of God's 
grace and love are, the more we shall honour him in our worship of 
him ; and it scarcely can be denied that throughout the entire liturgy 
the abasement of man, and the'honour that is due to Grod, have been 
most prominently kept in view by those who framed it. 

• John, It. 24. t Math, xtiil. 20. 
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THE GENERAL CONFESSION. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we haveerredand 
strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed 
too much the devices and desires of our hearts. We have 
offended against thy holy laws. We have lefl undone 
those things which we ought to have done ; And we have 
done those things which we ought not to have done ; And 
there is no health in us. But thoa, O Lord^ have mercv 
upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, 
which confess their faults. Restore thou them that are 
penitent ; According to thy promises declared unto man- 
kind in Christ Jesus, our Lord. And grant, O most 
merciful Father, for his sake ; That we may hereafter 
live a godly, righteous, and sober life. To the Honour of 
thy holy name. Amen. 



How do we address God in this Confessian ? As our Almigfaty and 
most merciful Father. 

Why do we address him as " Ahnighty ?" To remmd us of the 
greatness of Him whom we have offended. 

What feeling is this fitted to e&dte? When taken alone, terror 
and apprehension. 

Why do we address him as "our most mercifti} Father?" To re- 
mind us that although his power is omnipotent to punish us, his 
pity and lore are as great to pardon ils. 

What feeling ought this to excite ? Hope and confidence. 

What is the first acknowledgment we make ? That we hare erred 
and strayed from his ways like lost sheep. 

Where in Scripture is this expression used ? Isa. liii. 6. 

What is meant by " erred ?" It implies mistake, ignorance, self- 
confidence, or infirmity. 

What is meant by " strayed ?" It simply means to go out of the 
way, whether wilfully or not. 

Is there any peculiar force in the figure of an erring sheep ? There 
is. No animal is more prone to wander, more helpless and defence- 
less ; and where one sheep in a flock goes astray, tlie rest are sure to 
follow. 
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What is the next acknowledgment ? That we hare followed too 
much the devices and desires of our own hearts. 

What is the meanmg of the word ^'deyices?" It means plans or 
schemes — the taking our own wisdom and worldly maxims as our 
g^des, instead of looking to God for direction. 

What is meant bj " desires ?" It means the wishes and tempta- 
tions of 0]ir own corrupt hearts. 

Have we anything in Scripture to warrant this language ? Yea, in 
Math. XV. 19.* 

What is the next acknowledgment we make ? That we have of- 
fended against God's h4>ly laws. 

What is meant by " offended ?" Violated, or infringed upon. 

What are God's laws caUed ? Holy. 

What is meant by ^* holy ?" Good and pore. 

What is the next acknowledgment we make ? That we have left 
undone the things which we ought to have done, and done th« thii^s 
which we ought not to have done. 

How are these kinds of sins designated ? As sins of omission and sins 
of commission. 

What is a sin of omission ? The neglect of any duty* 

What is a sin of commisidon ? The actual violation of any of 
God's commands. 

Have we anything in Scripture to prove that the neglect of any 
duty is a sin ? Yes ; Math. xxv. 14, 30 ; James, iv. J 7. 

What is sin according to Scripture? It is the transgression of 
God's law. 1 John, iii. 4, v. 17. 

What is the next acknowledgment we make ? That there is no 
health in us. 

What is meant by the expression ** health ?" We are to take it here 
in a spiritual sense, and it means a freedom from any disease of the 
soul, or safety from eternal death. 

Why is it said that there is "no health in us?" Because sin is a 
disease of the soul. Isa. i. 5, 6. 

Are all without exeeptitm afflicted with this disease ? Yes, for all 
are sprung fr&m the same corrupt source. Job. xiv. 4 ; Psalm fi. 5. 

Have we any direct statement in Scripture to prove that we have 
no health in us ? Yes ; Gen. vi. 5. 

How does this prove it? Because it says that " the imaginations of 
the thoughts of the heart are only evil continually. 

Are we to infer from this that all persons are guilty of the same 
sins ? No ; the evil heart, which is the source of sin, shows itself in 
different ways, according to the disposition, temptation, and oppor- 
tunity. 

Why is this oonfiBssion not mon particular ? Because it is intended 
only as a general confession, in which all can join. 

Ought we at any time to be more particular ? Yes ; in our private 
devotion we cannot be too particular. 

Is this confession suited to every individual in public ? It is ; for 
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under this general confession eveiy individufd may, in his own mind, 
make a particular confession of his own personal uns. 

What objection is there to its being more particular ? That it would 
require many persons to plead guilty to sins, and that daily, which 
they may never have committed. 

After having made this general confession, what do we pray for ? 
That the Lord may have mercy upon us. 

What do we call ourselves ? Miserable offenders. 

Whom do we ask God to spare ? Those who confess their sins. 

To whom are we to c(»ifess our sins ? To God. 

Are we to do so to man ? Yes, in particular cases. 

In what particular cases? When the conscience is bnrthened 
with guilt, and we requu*e spiritual advice in the circumstances in 
which we may be placed, in consequence of some particular sin. (See 
Service of the Visitation of the Sick.) 

Is this kind of confession absolutely necessary to our salvation ? 
By no means. The confession that is necessary is to be made to God, 
and it may or may not be made to man, according to circumstances. 

Why made to man at all ? Because from man we may receive 
such advice and comfort as may be useful to us. 

Whom do we ask Grod to restore ? The penitent. 

Who are the penitent ? Those who are sorry for having oiiended 
God. 

On what ground do we make application for these blessings ? Upon 
God's promises. 

How liave these promises been declared? Through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

Why is it sud through Jesus Christ ? Because it is only through 
him that Grod will hear our prayers or fulfil his promises to us. 

Why ? Because we are ourselves unworthy, and not entitled to any 
mercy ; but God, for Christ's sake, can and will pardon and bless us. . 

What do we pray him to grant, for his sake? That we may 
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life. 

What is meant by '* hereafter?" The time to come. 

What are we to understand by the terms " €k>dly, righteous, and 
sober ?" They embrace the three parts of our duty, to God, to our 
neighbour, and ourselves. 

What shall we glorify by this ? The holy name and character of 
God. 

How does confession in the Church of England difier from that en- 
joined in the Church of Rome? The Church of England ordains 
general and public confiession to Almighty God, and recommends^ in 
particular cases, private and special confession to a minister. The 
Romish Church makes private confession of every sin to a priest, a sa- 
crament, and holds that it is necessaiy to salvation. 

What are the principal objections to this? 1. There is no warrant 
in Scripture for it. 2. Because of the searching scrutiny which every 
member of timtconmiunity must undergo on subjects relating to his, or 
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heT) thoughts, words, and actions, and in which he, or she, must be ques- 
tioned hy the priest on the most delicate points and revolting crimes. 



The Addreii — ^Fnlm Izzxri. 6 ; Lnke, vi. 36 1 2 Cor. i. 3 1 vi. 17. 

Iti CUuie — Ftalm cxix. 176 ; laa. llii. 6 ; Jer. 1. 6 ; 1 Pet. 11. 25. 

2nd Clause — ; Gen. vi. 6 ; Jer. xviii. 12; Eph. ii. 2 ; Jame«,i. 14. 

3rd ClauBe — Psalm li. 4; Jer. xiv. 20 ; Dan.ix. 9, 10| Jamet, ill. 2. 

4th Clause — Neh. i. 7 ; Jer. vi. 19 ; Math, xxiii. 23 ; James, iv. 17. 

Ath Clause — Sam. iii. 40-42 ; Bom. iii. 23 ; vii. 14, 16. 

6th Clause — Job, xl. 4{ Psalm xxxviii. 3 ; 11. 5 ; Jer. xvii. 9 ; Oal. v. 17. 

7th CUuse — Psalm xxv. 11 ; li. i i Jer. xxxi. 20 ; Luke, xviii. 13. 

8th Clause — Psalm xxv. 7 1 xxxii. fi ; cxxx. 3 ; Prov. xxviii. 13 ; Mai. iii. 17. 

9th Clause — Psalm xxiil. 3 ; li. 12 i Hos. xiv. 2 1 Luke, xv. 11-32. 

10th CUuse— Psalm cxix. 68 i Isa. I. 18 ; John, iii. 16 1 Acts, xiU. 38. 

11th CUuse— Eph. ii. 10 ; Titus, ii. II. 12 ; 1 John, ii. 12. 

12th Clause— ^ohn, xiv. 13 ; xv. 8 ; 1 Cor. vi. 20 ; x. 31. 



The framers of our Liturgy have very properly placed the confession 
of sin in the very commencement of the service ; for until sin is con- 
fessed, no person can be qualified to join in the worship of God ; 
neither can he expect forgiveness of his sins at the hand of God. The 
form of confession with which they have provided us may, with truth, 
be pronounced faultless, for while it is expressed in such general terms, 
that all may join in it, it is, at the same time, so particular, that it in- 
cludes every kind of sin we can commit ; so that every person may, 
while repeating it after the minister, inwardly in spirit confess to God 
his own individual offences; and when every expression in it is 
weighed, we shall find it eminently qualified to impress our minds with 
deep humiliation on aooount of our sins, and to excite humble confidence 
in the mercy and love of Grod. Can anything be more encouraging than 
the manner in which we are directed to address God, who, although 
" almighty" to punish us, is, nevertheless, our " most merciful Fa- 
ther" to bless us? The child of God need not be afraid of bemg too 
humble before God ; for the more deeply we are penetrated with a 
sense of sin, the more fit we are for the outpouring of his mercy. Thia 
feeling of deep self-abasement is not only what God requires, but what 
he delights to see in those who worship him ; and wheu such is the 
state of our minds in which we come to him, we may feel certain that 
we cannot expect too much from him. Our empty vessels will be filled, 
and God will bless as beyond our utmost expectations. 
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THE ABSOLUTION. 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather 
that he may turn from his wickedness and live ; and hath 
given power and commandment to his ministers to de- 
clare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the 
absolution and remission of their sins. He pardoneth and 
absolveth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly 
believe his holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseeeh him 
to grant us true repentance and his holy spirit, that those 
things may please him which we do at this present, 
and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and 
holy, so that at the last we may come to his eternal 
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



What is the meaning of the term " absolution ?" It is taken from 
a Latin word, which means to unloose or untie ; absolution being an 
act similar to that of loosing a chain or untying a cord, with which a 
person or thing is tied and bound. 

What directions are given in the rubric to the minister and people 
when the absolution is to be pronounced ? It is to be pronounced by 
the priest alone standing^ and the people still kneeling^ as they were 
during the confession. 

Why is the priest to pronounce it standing ? This posture denotes 
his authority as God's minister, speaking under God's commission, 
and in his name. 

Why are the people to continue kneeling ? They are to hear the 
absolution in that posture, to denote that they are sinners, who feel 
and have just confessed their unworthiness ; and that on their knees 
they humbly and thankfully receive the message of pardon. 

How does the minister style God ? As Almighty God, and as the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Why are these two titles given to him ? The first is to remind us 
of his sovereign power, that he is able to forgive our sins ; and the 
second is to show us the channel through which his blessings are dis- 
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pensed, and that being the father of oar Lord Jesus Christ, whom he 
^nt to save inmien, he cannot deau% our death. 

What is meant by the death of smners ? The eternal death of the 
soul. 

What is meant by the expre8tt<m " turn from bis wickedness and 
live ? It means the leaving those ways that lead to eternal death, for 
those that lead to eternal life. 

What is the eommission entrusted to the minister ? Power and 
commandment to declare and prononiice to his people absolution and 
remission of sins. 

On what condition ? Being penitent. 

Is this, strictly speaking, a condition ? No, it implies more a state 
of mind necessary for sinners to have before they can value the 
blessings. . 

Why is this condition annexed ? Because it would not be consistent 
with either God^s honour or man's welfare to bestow these blessings, 
except to those who are in a proper state of mind to receive them. 

What is meant by power and commandment ? Authority and di - 
rection. 

What is meant by " declare and pronounce ?" Declare means to 
make known ; pronounce is to utter it as with authority. 

What is the message that the minister is authorized to declare and 
pronounce ? That He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly 
repent and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. 

Who is said " to pardon and absolve ?" God. 

Who are they that He will pardon and absolve ? Those who truly 
repent and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. 

What is meant by " repent ?" To repent literally means to change 
the mind. When applied to the sinner it means leaving the ways of 
sin and following the ways of holiness. 

What is meant by " unfeignedly ?'* Sincerely, and without re- 
serve. 

What is to be understood 'by " believing the Gospel?*' Looking to 
and trusting in Jesus, as the only way of salvation. 

After having pronounced absolution, what does the minister do ? 
He calls upon the people to join him in prayers to God. 

What does he call upon tiiem to pray fbr ? True repentance and 
his holy spirit 

What will the possession of these blessings enable them to do ? To 
please God in the performance of every present duty, and to be pure 
and holy during the remainder of their lives. 

To what will this lead ? To his eternal joy. 

Through whom are we to look for it ? Through Jesus Christ, our 
4i0rd. 
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lit ClMue— Gen. xrii. i. ; 2Cor.i. 8| Heb. i. 6. 

2nd CUnw^Deut. iv. 29} Esek. xvili. 23-32 ; zxziiL 11 ; 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. 
3rd CUnte— £sek. zxiv. 12 ; Math. xv. 19 1 Mark,zyi. 15, 16 1 2 Cor v. 18>20. 
4tli CUnM— PMUm bcxxvU fit Eaek. xriii. 27; In. xllii. 25; Mtfk, il. 7: 

Acti, XX. 21. 
5th Clanie— Acta, v. 31 ; 2 Cor. yii. 10 t 2 Tim. li. 25 1 Jumb, i. 17. 
6th ClauM-^Frov. 1. 23 ; Esek. xxxvi. 26, 27 ; Lnke, xl. 13 { 1 Thew. iv. 8. 
7th CUowPMlm xix. 1*4 i lxxxiz.7 t Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 
8th CUuM— Eph, T. 9 1 I Pet. 1. 15 i iv. 2, 3 1 2 Pet. iii. 14. 
9th GlauM— Psalm xxiii. 6 1 Math. xxlv. 13 1 Rom. ii. 7, 10 i .1 Ptt. L 9, 13. 
10th CUuw— John, xir. 6 ; 1 John, v. 11 1 AeU, ir. 12 1 Heb. rU. 26. 



The framers of our Liturgy have placed the absolution or remission 
of sins immediately after the confession, for it is to.be supposed that 
the whole congregation having, agreeably to the directions given in 
the exhortation, confessed their sins with an humble, lowly, penitent, 
and obedient heart, and being supposed to be in a state of depression 
imder a sense of their iniquities, are now in a situation that peculiarly 
requires spiritual consolation. Now, therefore, is the proper season for 
the ambassador of Christ to exercise "the ministry," and to pro- 
nounce the " word of reconciliation" given and committed to him (2 
Cor. V. 18, 19). The priest, therefore, stands up, and in a solemn 
manner pronounces to the people pardon and absolution. This form 
of absolution oonsbts of two parts; the first is a declaration of pardon 
and forgiveness of sins, made by the minister of God to all those " who 
truly repent and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel ; and this is 
followed by an exhortation which directs how absolution may be ob- 
tained, and encourages us to apply for it by exhiUting to us the ines- 
timablebenefits that attend it Upon the authority of Alnughty God, who 
avows himself th6. pardoner of iniquity, transgresmon, and sin (Exod. 
xxxiv. 7), and who, for the confirmation of our hope has sworn by 
himself that he desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that 
he may turn from his wickedness and live (Ezek. xxxiii. 11), the 
minister of the Gospel pronounces the absolution. He, as the mes- 
senger of Christ, is commanded to restore them that fall (Gal. vi. 1), 
to comfort the fBeble-minded, and, imder the similitude of a shepherd, 
is severely threatened, if, through his n^lect, should perish any 
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of the '* sheep of Christ, whom he bought with his death, and for 
whom he shed his blood."* That no sinner may despair of mercy, or 
be discouraged from applying to God for forgiveness, the priest, by 
virtue of his commission, so often repeated in the Grospel, assures the 
congregation that all penitent believers are loosed from the chain of 
their sins, that their guilt is absolved, and its punishment remitted. 
It is to be observed that the priest does not absolve in his own name, 
but simply announces the terms of pardon granted by the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; and tliat he may not be misunderstood by 
any, he distinctly says ** He (that is. Almighty God) pardoneth and 
absolveth all that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy 
Gospel." To the hypocritical worshippers, whose faith is feigned, 
and whose confession and penitence are insincere, the absolution holds 
out no encouragement ; it simply declares to them that tha% is forgive- 
ness with God, and points out the terms upon which it is granted. To 
those who truly repent, it conveys the strongest assurances of remis- 
sion of sins and acceptance with God ; to those who do not repent, it 
is an admonition that tiiey should repent if they desire to be pardoned 
and forgiven. While it affords to the good the greatest comfort and 
support, it gives the wicked no ground either to presume or to 
despair. Being publicly pronounced to all, each individual is to take 
that portion which belongs peculiarly to hiouelf. — Shepherd on the 
Book of Common Prayer, 

« •• Ordliuitlon Senrice." 
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THE SECOND COLLECT IN THE MORNING SERVICE, FOR 

PEACE. 

O God, who art the author of peace, and lover of 
concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal 
life, whose service is perfect freedom, defend us, thy 
humhle servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that 
we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the 
power of any adversaries, through the might of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



This Collect has been copied, with very little change, from a form in 
the Sacramentary of Gregory, the date of which is A.D. 590. Gregory- 
did not form the offices, or compose the prayers ; he only collected and 
improved them ; and, therefore, this Colleet, with others taken from the 
same source, may be, and probably is, mach older. 



What is this Collect called ? The second Collect in the morning 
service for peace. 

Why is it called " the second Collect ?'* Because it is used after the 
Collect for the day. 

Why is it called " the Collect for peace ?" Because the purport of it 
is, " outward and inward peace." 

How do we address God in it? As '* the author of pea(», and lover 
of concord." 

What is meant by " peace ?" It has in this prayer a double applica- 
tion : safety from the assaults of enemies, and also an inward freedom 
from uneasiness and anxiety. 

Why do we address him as *^ the author of peace ?'' To profess our 
belief in him as alone able to grant what we pray for. 

Where, in Scripture, is God called " the God of peace?'' Rom. xv. 
33. Heb. xiii. 20. 

What else do we address him as ? " The lover of concord." 

What is meant by " concord ?" It literally means the agreement of 
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hearts, and the kind and benevolent desdre to promote each other's com- 
fort and ease, to avoid hmiing and annoying one another. 

Why do we address him as " the lover of concord ?" Because in thus 
addressing him a motive is suggested to do our part in endeavouring 
to obtain what we ask. 

What is meant by " doing our part ?" When we pray for peace, 
we ought ourselves to be under the influence of a spirit of peace, and 
take care that at least it be not our fault that we fail in securing it. 

In what is it said our eternal life " standeth?" In the knowledge of 
God. 

What is meant by the expression " standeth ?" That in the know- 
ledge of God consists eternal life. 

Where is this stated in Scripture ? John, xvii. 3. 

How is the knowledge of God, eternal life ? Because when we are 
brought to know God as he is revealed in the Scriptures, we are taught 
his true character, as a God of love, justice, holiness, and truth. 

How does this knowledge bring or impart eternal life ? Because in 
Jesus Christ all these attributes of God are made to harmonize, and in 
him God can be just, and the justifier of him that believeth. 

What is God*s service said to be ? Perfect freedom. 

How is God's service one of perfect freedom ? It is a service, the 
actuating motive of which is love. 

How does this make it a freedom ? That which we love to do, we 
cannot look upon as a bondage. 

When we enter God's service, from what are we made free ? From 
the bondage of Satan, in which all are by nature, and from the cofl- 
demning power of God's law. 

Where is this stated in Scripture ? John, viii. 86. Rom. vi. 20, 22. 

How are these two last clauses connected with the preceding? 
Although it may happen tliat, from the wickedness or infirmity of 
others, our b^evolent efforts may be defeated in this life, we are re- 
minded that we shall not ^na% fisiil in our object ; for " in the know- 
ledge of God standeth our eternal life, and his service is perfect free- 
dom. 

For what do we pray to God ? To defend us in all assaults of our 
enemies. 

What do we call ourselves ? His humble servants. 

What is meant by "the assaults of our enemies?" Either the 
temptations of Satan, or the outward attacks of our fellow-men. 

What will the answer to this prayer do for us ? We shall be deli- 
vered from the fear and power of our adversaries. 

Who are meant by our adversaries? Satan, and those of our fellow - 
men who are seekuig to injure us. 

Through whom do we pray ? Jesus Christ. 

What is meant by the might of Jesus Christ ? His power to defend 
and protect us. 
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1st CUuae — FMlm xM. 9 1 Esek. xxzir. 96 1 Luke, ii. 14 1 1 Cor. ziy. 33. 

2nd ClauK— Paalm exxxiii. 1 1 Math. v. 9 ; John, xiii. 34, 36. 

3rd Clauae — John, xrii. 3 ; 1 John, y. 20. 

4th CIsuM— John, viii. 36 ; Rom. yi. 20, 22 ; Gal. y. I. 

5th CUnw— PMlm yil. 1 < lix. 1 1 cxliii. 12 

6th CUnM— PMlm xxyiL 1, 3 1 xxyiii. 7 1 Phil. 1. 28. 

7th ClaoM— FMlm cxyilL 6 1 John, xy. 5 1 Rom. yiii. 31, 35, 37. 



The divine protection is one of the most predoas privileges 
which belongs to the Christian, exposed, as he tuast necessarily 
be, in a greater or less degree, to the troubles and trials in- 
cident to this mortal lifie. The unerring word of truth has dedaied 
that it is " through much tribulation that we must enter into the 
kingdom of God.*** The measure and kind of these tribulations are 
regulated by him, whose servant and child he is ; and there is no 
surer promise on which he can stay his soul, in the prospect of any 
trial, whether inward or outward, than that ** God is faithful, who will 
not suffer us to be tempted above that we are able, but will, with the 
temptation, also make a way to escape, that we may be able to bear it"f 
The Christian, however, must be careful, while reposing his confidence 
in God to bring him safely through the assaults of his adversaries, to . 
m ftintftin a conscience in every respect void of offence — not in any de- 
gree to provoke those whose anger he fears. He is, as " far as in him 
lies, to live peacably with all men,":|: and not to allow any vindictive 
feeling, however great may be the provocation, to exist in his mind, 
or any desire to maintain his rights to interfere with conciliating those 
who have injured him ; for surely when he prays for peace, he ought 
himself to be under the influence of a spirit of peace, so that at least it 
shall not be his fault if he CeuIs in securing it If, however, his hea- 
venly Father sees fit, for his own wise purposes, to withhold from him a 
present and immediate answer to his prayers, he may still take repose to 
his soul, in sure and certain hope of being finally rescued from the assaults 
of aU his adversaries, if not in this world, in that blessed place, where 
" the wicked cease from troubling, and the weaiy are at rest"§ It is 

• Acts, xiy. 22. 1 1 Cor. z. 23. t Rom. zU. 12. { Job, ill. 17. 
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the knowledge of the chanMsfter of God, as revealed tans in theGoipeli 
as a God of love, ** being in Christ reoondling theiroiid onto himadf,** 
that enables the Christian to Uve up to his priyileges, and whidi pats 
him in present and actual possession of that eternal life whidi will be 
Gonsummated in heaven, and which enables him eyen ^ to gloiyin tri- 
bolationa,'*^ and to enjoy, amidst them all, ** that liberty iriierewith 
Christ makes his people firee.**t 



THE THIKD COLLECT, FOR GRACK 

O, Lord, our beavenlj Father, almighty and everlast'- 
ing God, who hast safely brought us to the beginning of 
this day, defend us in the same with thy mighty power ; 
and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger ; but that all our doings may be 
ordered by thy governance, to do always that is risrhteouB 
in thy sight, through Jesus Christ, our I^ord. Amen. 



This is a very ancient Collect. It is foond both in the Slacramentfury 
of Gregory, A. D. 690, and that of Gel^aios, A. P., 890, and has unr 
dergone little or no change. 



What is this collect called ? The third Collect, for grace. 

Why for grace ? Because in it we ask God for grace, to guide and 
defend us through the active duties and business of the day. 

How do we wldress God ? As our Lord, our heavenly Father, al- 
mighty and everlasting God. 

Why are so many titles given him ? To encourage us in asking what 
we require. 

How do they encourage us ? Our trust in God, that he can grapt 
our petitions, and our groundwork in aakinff in faith^ m^ laid in the 
terms in which we address him. 

As what do we first address him ? Our Lord, our heavenly Father. 

What encouragement is here given to us ? He is our FcUher^^vi 

* Rom. T. 8. t Gal. ▼. 1. 
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loving parent, our heavenly Father ; therefore, be3^nd all imagination 
attd comparison^ abundant in love; we cannot, therefore, doubt his wil- 
lingness to grant what is good for us. 

What is the next title ? Almighty. 

How does this encourage us ? His power is not limited ; and he is, 
therefore, as able as he is willing to give us what is good for us. 

What other title is given him ? Everlasting. 

How does this encourage us ? It is to shew us that it is not a mere 
temporary power and willingness, but will last for ever. James, i. 17. 

.^Jter having thus addressed him, on what do we ground our applica- 
tion for grace ? Past mercies. 

What particular mercy is specified ? Preservation to the beginning 
of this day. 

What do we pray for ? We implore the same power that brought 
us to the beginning of the day, to defend us during ^ 

What is his power called ? Mighty power. \ 

What else do we pray for ? That we may be preserved from sin and 
danger. 

Why is this a proper subject for prayers at this time of the day ? 
Because being about to mingle in a busy ensnaring world, we are in 
danger of being tempted to commit sin, and of running into danger. 

What protection and preservation do we pray for ? That all our 
doings may be ordered by his governance. 

What is meant by his governance? Guidance, protection, and 
power. 

What is meant by " ordered ?" Regulated or directed. 

What will follow our being ordered by his governance ? That we 
shall do always that is righteous in his sight. 

Through whom do we pray for these? Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 



Itt Cl««se of AddreM—Ifla. Ixiv. 8 ) Math. vi. 9 ) xxiii. 9. 

2nd Clause of AddreBs— Psalm xc. 2 ; cil. 27 ; Math« xix. 26. 

3rd Clause— Psalm ill. 5i xxx. 3; Ixri. 9 ; Sam. ill. 22, VS. 

4th Clause — Psalm Ilx. 9 ; xciv. 22 ; cvl. 8 ; Prov. xvlii. 10. 

5th Clause — Psalm xyii. 6; cxix. 13, 133. 

6th Clause — Psalm Ixxi. 12 1 cxxi. 3, 8 ; Math. vi. 13. 

7th Clause— Prov. iii. 5 ; viil. 20. 

8th CUuse— Psalm cxix. 112, 117 t Prov. xxxyii. 23{ Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 

9th Clause— John, xvi. 23, 24; Eph. ii. 18 ; Col. IH. 17. 



As in the former Collect we pray for peace, that is, protection from 
all our adversaries, to the assaults of whom we may be exposed during 
the day, so in this one we pray for grace, that we may be able effec- 
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taatTHy to reabt those assaults when they come upon us. Whether lye 
consider the mode of address used in it, the titles applied to Almighty 
God, or the petitions we 4)resent, it catinot be denied that it is one of 
the most encouraging and beautiful prayers in the Litui^ ; and when 
we consider its great antiquity, that it has been used in the Church 
for more than fourteen centuries, its beauty and excdleuce are not a 
little enhanced. In it we pray for grace, neoessaiy for our guidance 
and defence during the active duties and businesses of the day ; and 
when we remember, as the CoUect excites us to do, that He to whom 
we pray, and who is the fountaki of all grace, is our heavenly Father, 
" abundant in loving kindnecis, mercy, and truth,*** the almighty God, 
who has all things in heaven and in earth under his (K)ntrol, and '^ God 
from everlasting to everlasting,"f " with whom is no variableness nor 
shadow of turning,":!! we can neither doubt hSa willingness nor his 
power to grant our requests ; and when, moreover, we call to mind his 
past mercies towards us — ^how he has from day to day watched over 
us, kept and provided for us, have we not abundant reason not only 
for applying to him, but for confidently expecting from him a continu- 
ance of his grace ? But the use of such a prayer as this ought to sug- 
gest to our minds a question which is of the utmost importance, inas- 
much as it brings us to exanune into the spirit in which we offer it up ; 
whether we are really sincere in the use of it — ^namely, when we address 
God in such language as is here put into our mouths, and ask him to 
prawrve xa tnm shi, as well as from danger, do we really wish to be 
so preserved? Many would like to be preserved from danger, who, at 
the same time, think veiy lightly of sin, and have no real ^ish to 
be preserved from it. If, however, we look with as much apprehen- 
sion on the one as on the other, we must trust in the Lord with all our 
heart ; we must place our whole dependence on his mercy and grace, 
his teaching and his assistance, his word and his providence, for every 
thing relative to this world and the next, and be able to enter folly into, 
and adopt aa our own, the Psalmist's earnest appeal tq the searcher of 

* Exod. xzxiy. 6. t Pmlm, xc. 2. X Jamei, 1. 17. 
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hearts : '* Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know 
my thoughts, and see if there be any way of wickedness in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting."* 



SECOND COLLECT AT EVENING SERVICE. 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed, give unto thy servants 
that peace which the world cannot give, that both our 
hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and 
also that bv thee, we being defended from the fear 
of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen. 



This Collect is translated, with very little variation, from a prayer 
in the Sacramentary of Gregory, A. D. 690. Beautiful as is the lan- 
guage in English, it is much more so in the original, in which theve is 
a neatness and simplicity of expression, which it is impossible to pre- 
serve in a translation. 



What Is the purport of this collect ? It is, like the one for the 
Morning Service, a prayer for peace. 

How does it differ from the morning Collect? It is a prayer 
chiefly for outward peace or protection from enemies ; this for tnaporcf 
peace, or peace of mind. 

How do we address God in the Collect? As God, fit>m whom all 
holy desires, &c. 

What is meant by this ? That he is the source, that is, excites 
them. 

What is meant by " holy desues ?*' That feeling of the mmd which 
leads us to desire to please God in all things. 

Where iu Scripture is it said that God is the author of these de- 
mies? PhiL ii 13. 

What is meant by '* good counsels ?" Good advice, guidance, or di- 
rection. 
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Where in Scripture is fhis sttribated to God? Jer. x. 23 ; Pn>v. 

c. 21. 

What is meant by "just works?" Such woiks as are pleasing to 
God.* 

Is there any verse which proves that God is the author of these ? 
Tes, the one above quoted, Phil, ii 13, *' to will and to do, of his good 
pleasure; Isa. xxvi. 12. 

Why do we address God in such language as this ? Because, with> 
out these there can be no inward peace, which is the blesang we are 
praying for. 

What do we say of this peace ? That the world cannot give it. 

What is meant by this ? That the possesion of any amount of this 
world's goods cannot secure inward peace of piind. 

Where is it said in Scripture that this blessing is given to his peo- 
ple ? John, ziv. 27. 

What do we call ourselves in this Collect ? His servants. 

How are we to prove oursdves his servants ? By setting our hearts 
to keep his commandments. 

What is meant by " settmg oar hearts ?" Forming an inward and 
nncere determination to keep his commandments. 

What dse do we pray for ? To be by him defended from the fear 
of our enemies. 

What will be the effect ? We may pass our time in rest and quiet- 
ness. 

Through whom do we pray ? Through Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

What is meant by the expression " through the m^ts?' That by 
the merits or deserts of Jesus Christ alone we can expect any blessing. 



lit ClftOM— Fm>t. xtI. 1 ; Fhil. ii. 13 < James, i. 17. 

2nd ClauBe— Fm>t. yiii. 14 1 zix. 21 ; Jer. z. 23. 

3rd Clanie— FhiL ii. 13, 2 ; Cor. viii. 16. 

4th Clause— John, zIt. 27; xvi. 33 1 Bom. r. 1. 

fith Clause— Dent. r. 29 { Fnilm cxix. 5, 32 ; Rev. zzii.14. 

6th Clause— Fsslm Izzxiz. 18 ; Isaiah, liy. 13, 14 ; Luke, 1. 70-75. 

7th CUnse— Isaiah, xxsii. 17, 18 ; Bom. y. 1 ; Phil. iv. 7 1 2 Thess. iii. 16. 



Our blessed Lord, in his discomrse addressed at parting to his mourning 
disciples, left to them as his legacy that peace of mind which forms the 
subject of this Collect, and which therefore is a certain and undoubted 
privilege of every true believer, ** peace I leave with you, my peace 
I gi^e unto yon ; not as the worid gives give I unto you.*" Happy, 

*Joha, xir. 27. 
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indeed, is the Ohristian who enjoys this privilege as ha ought, who 
lives, as he is entitled to do, in the sunshine of heavenly love, and 
who dies beneath the smile of the Prince of Peace. To such a 
man, what is the eartih with all its vanities? Thorns and thistles 
may spring up around him, but they hurt him not. The cares and 
afflictions of life have been sanctified to him, while he looks not at the 
things which are seen, but at tiie things which are not seen. Under 
every trial, the peace of God rales in his heart, and fortifies him 
against the attacks of Satan. ^^ Being justified by ttaxh, he has peace 
with God."* Through the power of the Spirit, he follows peace with 
all men ; and when called from this world of strife, he enters hito 
peace, into that peaceful region where sin shall no more harass him, 
and where sorrow shall cease to vex him. How true, and yet how sup- 
portmg to evei^ tme Christian are the words of our compasdonate and 
sympathizing Saviour, ** In Qxe world ye shall have tribulation, bathe 
of good comfort^ I have overcome the world. Tribulation sprmgsfirom 
many sources — ^the malice of wicked meOy the assaults of wicked 
spirits, and the corruption of our own wicked hearts ; and where is 
the Cliristian that has not these to contend with ? Who is thoe that 
has not to mourn over the sin that dwelleth in him ? Where is the 
man that is not tempted by Satan ? Who is there that does not, in a 
greater or less degree, experience the hatred of the world ? The more 
faithful we are to Christ, the more devoted we are to his service, the 
more we exhibit his holy ima^ by the hoHnesa of our lives, the more 
we may expect to suffer from the united attacks of evil men and evil 
spirits. But "tn mc,** says our Saviour, ^*ye shaH have peace."* 
AUding in Christ by £Euth, enjoying the indwelling of the Spirit, 
and resting in out heavenly Father's love, " fi^)m whom all holy de- 
sires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed," let us rise su- 
perior to every tribulation ; and then shall we be defended from the 
fear of our enemies, and be made more than' conquerors through him 
that hath loved us, 

* Bmn. T. 1. t JolMi xTi. 33. 



LITURGY OF THE CHUECH QW ENGLAND. 23 



THE THIRD COLLECT AT EVENING SERVICE. 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord, 
and, by thy great mercy, defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night, for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



This Collect is found in both the Sacramentaries of Gregory and 
Grelasiufl. In the latter it is expresdj appointed for Evening Service^ 
and therefore has been nsed in the church for fourteen centuries. 



Is there anything peculiar in the opening of this Collect ? There is; 
the Collects in the Liturgy generally open -with an address to God, 
u^ng the attribute that is to be called into exercise in the granting of 
the petition ) in this one we commence at once with the petition. 

What is the subject of the petition ? That our darkness may be 
enlightened. 

What is the special purport of the Collect? Defence against all 
perils and dangers. 

What darkness is here meant ? Darkness of soul, caused by sin. 

Why is this an appropriate time for making such a petition ? Be- 
cause, reminded of the spiritual darkness of the mind, by the darkness 
which covers this earth during the night season, we are ezcited to 
pray for its removal. 

How is the mind or soul enlightened ? By €rod the Holy Ghost 
teaching and instructing us, guiding us to the knowledge of God, as 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ 

Why is this a proper season for praying for defence against all perils 
and dangers? Because much as we require God's protection during 
the day, when awake and able to use the reason with which we are 
endowed, much more do we require it when sunk in a state of un- 
oonsdousness. 

How do we conclude this Collect? By appealing to God's love of 
his only son, Jesus Christ. 

How is this an effectual plea ? ISecause God's love for his only Son 
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Jesu Christ, is a plea which la Scripture we are authorized to urge as 
the strongest. 

Where in Scripture are we authorized to do so? John, iiL 16 ; 
Rom. viii. 82. 



lit ClAQM— 3 Sam. zxiU 39 ; FuOm xili. 3 1 John, viiL 3. 

8itd CUinBe— Faalm zei. 5, 6 ; cxxi. 4, 5 ; ProT. iii. 24. 

ard Cl*iue~John, z. 17 ; zr. 9 ; zri. 83« 27 ; 1 John, ill. 16. 



There is scarcely anything which marks the true C3iristian more 
than a readiness to draw from every circumstance that occurs to him, 
and everything that he sees, some spiritual instruction. In this he 
has the example of our blessed Lord himself as is observable in al- 
most all his parables, which were called forth by circumstances oc- 
curring at the moment. " The works of the Lord are great, sought 
out of all them that have pleasure therein.*** Most aptly, therefore, 
does our church (at an hour when darkness covers the earth, and the 
light of the sun is for a season withdrawn, affording to the sons of evil 
a fitting opportunity to carry on their deeds of darkness), when it puts 
into the mouths of its members a prayer for protection against the 
perils and dangers incident to such a season, remind them of that spi- 
ritual darkness which covers the soul, and teach them, while pra3ring 
for protection from all perils and dangers, to pray also for that en- 
lightening influence by which alone this darkness can be dispelled. 
Nothing can be more appropriate than the petition with which this 
opens, when we are casting ourselves on the protection of God. The 
shades of night which are about to close around us, the helpless state in 
which we are about to be \fiid (were it not for our unwearied protector), 
naturally suggests to us the spiritual darkness which surrounds those 
from, whom the light of the spirit is withdrawn, and the deadly and 
powerless sleep in which they are left at the mercy of their spiritual 
adversary. What, then, can be more natural than for the Christian 
wishing to feel confidence in Grod, amid the darkness and slumbers of 

* FMlmczL 8. 



LITURGY OF THE CHURCH OF BNGLAND. 25 

the night, to sayi " Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lend ?* 
Enlighten us, we may well say, with a knowledge of thyself, thy 
mercy, thy faithfulness, and thy love, and enable ns so to commit all 
onr concerns into thy hands, as to banish from our minds all fear and 
apprehension of danger. " I will both lay me down in peace and sleep, 
for it is thoa only that makest me dwell in safaty."* 



A PRATER FOR ALL CONDITIONS OF MEN. 

O God, the Creator and preserver of all mankind, we 
humbly beseech thee for all sorts and conditions of men, 
that thou wouldst be pleased to make thy ways known 
unto them, thy saving health among all nations. More 
especially we pray for the good estate of the Cathohc 
Church, that it may be so guided and governed by thy 
good spirit, that all who profess and call themselves 
Christians, may be led unto the way of truth, and hold 
the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to thy fa- 
therly goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted or 
distressed in mind, body, or estate ; that it may please 
thee to comfort and relieve them, according to their 
several necessities, giving them patience under their 
sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their afflictions, 
and this we beg for Jesus Christ his sake. Amen. 



This Collect was composed at the last review of the liturgy, in the 
reign of Charles II., A. D. 1662, and is generally supposed to have 
been composed by Sanderson, Bishop of Lincoln. 



Ab what do we address God in this prayer ? As the Creator and 
preserver of all mankind. 
In what spirit do we address him ? Humbly and earnestly. 



• PHOm iy. 8. 
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BoYi is earnestness expressed ? It is implied in the word ** be- 
seech," which means to ask earnestly. 

What is the object of this prayer ? It is a prayer of intercession in 
behalf of oar fellow-creatures. 

How are our feUow-creatures described? As all sorts and con- 
ditions of men. 

Who of our fellow-creatures are especially intended in this petition ? 
All who do not profess the Christian name, viz., Jews, Turks, Infidels, 
and heretics. 

What do we pray for them ? That God*s ways may be made known 
unto them. 

What do we pray for in behalf of all nations ? That his saving 
health may be made known to them. 

' What is meant by " his saving health ?" That health of soul which 
the knowledge of God imparts. 

What do we in the second place pray for ? For the good estate of the 
Catholic Church. 

What is meant by the Catholic Church ? Catholic means " uni- 
versal." The Catholic Church means all those who profess the Chris- 
tian name, holding the essential doctrines of the Christian religion. 

What is meant by " the good estate ?" That its state x>r condition 
may be healthy, so ttmt it may glorify God. 

What do we pray for it ? That it may be guided and governed 
by God's good spirit. 

To what extent ? That all who profess and call themselves Chris- 
tians may be led into the way of truth, &c 

What is meant by being led into the way of truth? Taught the 
truths of the Gospel. 

What is meant by '^ holding the faith in unity of spirit ?*' It means 
without any division or disputing. 

What is meant by " the bond of peace ?'' That spirit of peace and 
love, which will bind them together in heart and mind. 

What is meant by "righteousness of life?" That exhibition of 
holiness in their lives which springs ^m genuine faith. 

What is the third subject of intercession ? The temporal wants of 
our fellow-creatures. 

In what way are these mentioned ? " Finally, we commend to thy 
fatherly goodness all those who are any ways afflicted or distressed in 
mind, body, or estate." 

Why is the word " finally" used ? Because it is the last subject of 
intercession. 

What is meant by the word "oommend ?* To beg of God to take 
care of them. 

To what do we commend them? To the fktherly goodness of 
God. 

Who are those that we pray for ? Those afiiicted in mind, body, or 
estate. 
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What is meant by estate ? Cffcumstances of life. 

What do we pray for them ? That they may be comforted aod re- 
lieved. 

To what extent ? According to their several necessities. 

In what way ? By giving them patience under their sufierings, 
and a happy issue out of all their afflictions. 

What is meant by " patience under their sufierings ?" It means a 
submissive and quiet spirit, and a freedom from murmuring and dis- 
content 

What is meant by a happy issue ? A happy termination to all 
their afflictions. 

For whose sake do wa ask this ? For Jesus Christ's sake. 



Ut Clsnie of AddreM— Job, vll. 30 : Fsalm xxxrl. 6; Acta, xrli. 96. 
2iidCUnie— 1 Tim. ii. 3« 4. 

3rd aanse— Psalm xxr. 4 » bcvll. 1,8; cxix. 16 1 Math. vl. 10 ; Luke, U. 30-32. 
4th Clante— Psalm cxii. 6, 8 < Oal. ri. 10. 

Sth Clatwe— Psalm xxv. 9; Prov. iii. 6| John, xlv. 16, 17| xri. 13 ; Col. i. 19, 12. 
6th Clause— Eph. iv. 1, 2, 3 ; 2 Tim. i. 13 ; Heb. xlii. 9. 
7th Claufe— Micab, yI. 8{ 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 

Sth Clause— Phil. iii. 16 ; 1 Tim. iii. 9; 2 Tim. Ii. 19 j Titus, ii. 11, 12. 
9th Clause— Math. xxy. 34, 46 1 Heb. xii. 6, 6 ( xiii. 3. 
10th Clause— Psalm xli. 1,3; cvii. 17, 19 ; Ixvi. 10, 1 1, 12 ; Rom. ▼. 3 ; xil. 12. 



One of the most striking and characteristic traits of the religion of 
Jesus Christ is its ezpansiveneis — its entire freed(»n from all selfish- 
ness, embracing, aa the objects of its love and interest, every hmnan 
creature, as well in their temporal as in their eternal concerns. Like 
its blessed founder, whose last and parting injunction to his disciples, 
as he was about to ascend into heaven, was, ** Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature," those who are truly under 
the inflaence of it earnestly desire that all, without exception,* '* may 
taste and see that the Lord is gracious, and that blessed are all they 
that trust in him."f Rightly, therefore, does our church call upon its 
members to remember, at the throne of grace, their fellow-sinners and 
fellow-sufierers throughout the world ; that those who are still *' aliens 
frx>m the commonwealth of Israel, strangers from the covenant of pro- 
mise, may be brought nigh by the blood of Christ, and be no more 
foreigners and strangers, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of 

• Mark, xri. 16. f FMalm zxziv. 8. 
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the honsefaold of God;" and more especially that those who bear the 
Christian name may walk worthy of the holy name wherewith they 
are called, and adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things. 
The Ghorch of England in this, and in several other parts of its li- 
turgy, shews itself a Missionary Church ; that it has at heart the best 
ioterests of mankind, not for the sake of temporal aggrandizement, or 
from any desire for temporal power, but that it may be the means of 
extending "the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesu6 Christ;"* that 
" all Jews, Turks, infidels, and heretics may have all their ignorance, 
hardness of heart, and contempt of his word, taken away ;" and that 
they may be brought home to his flock, and made one fold, under one 
shepherd. We, then, as members of this Church, are bound to culti- 
vate this spirit with all diligence, and to endeavour, by eveiy means 
in our power, to promote the cause of the Gospel throughout the world. 
God, it is to be observed, in all his dealings with mankind, works by 
means. This He does, whether in carrying on his providential ar- 
rangements, or in the dispensations of his grace. For, as in the ori- 
ginal creation of the herbs and trees of the field, he provided that each 
should have the power of bearing its own peculiar seed, for the pur- 
pose of propagating its own peculiar jspecies, so, in the dispensations 
of his grace, when He, in the sovereign exercise of his grace, implants 
in the heart of any sinner that new principle which is necessary to sal- 
vation, he makes that sinner the means or instrument of conveying to 
others the knowledge of the Saviour. That principle does not lie 
dormant in the breast of the Christian, but manifests itself forth in the 
efforts he makes to convey to others the blessing he himself enjoys. 
He uses all the means within his reach, in dependence upon the divine 
promise ; and if he is sincere, he can never be at a loss, and moreover 
will, in a greater or less degree, be successful. 

* Third Collect for Good Friday. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING. 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, thine un- 
worthy servants, do give thee most humhle and hearty 
thanks for all thy goodness and loving kindness to us 
and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, preser- 
vation, and all the blessings of this life ; but, above all, 
for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world, 
by our Lord Jesus Christ ; for the means of grace, and 
for the hope of glory. And we beseech thee, give us 
that due sense of all thy mercies, th^t our hearts may be 
unfeignedly thankful, and that we shew forth thy praise, 
not only with our hps, but in our lives ; by giving up 
ourselves to thy service, and by walking before thee in 
holiness and righteousness all our days ; through Jesus 
Christy our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 



This fonn of thanksgiving was composed by Sanderson, Bishop of 
lincohi, and added to the liturgy at the time of the Savoy Confe- 
rence, A. D. 1661. 



In what manner do we address God? As Almighty God, and the 
Father of all merdes. 

What is meant by the " Father of all mercies ?" That he is the 
source or giver of all mercies. 

Where in Scriptm« is God called the Father of mercies ? 2 Cor. i. 8. 

What do we call ourselves ? His unworthy servants. 
. What do we mean by this ? That we are not worthy of any of the 
mercies which we have received, and for which we are giving thanks. 
Gen. xxxiL 10. 

What kind of thanks do we give ? Most humble and hearty thanks. 
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What 18 meant by humble thanks ? Thanks offered in a spirit of 
deep humility, arising from a consciousness of unworthiness. 

What is meant by hearty thanks ? Sincere, and coming fh)m the 
heart. 

Into how many parts may this fonn of thanksgiving be separated ? 
Three. 

What are they ? 1. Thanksgiving for temporal mercies. 2. For ( 

spiritual blessings. 3. A prayer for grace property to use the blessings, < 

and to testify our gratitude in a proper manner. i 

What is the first subject of thanksgiving ? Temporal blessings. | 

What temporal blessings? Creation, preservation, and all the hies- 1 

sings of this life. I 

What is meant by creation? That we have been created or brought ( 

into existence. 

What is meant by preservation ? That we have been preserved I 

from danger, and brought safely to the present hour. [ 

Why do we bless God for this ? Because it is to him we are indebt- 
ed, and by blessing him we acknowledge that He is the giver of all oar 
blessings. 

What is the second subject of thanksgiving ? Spiritual blessings. 

How are these blessings enumerated ? Redemption, or justification ; 
means of grace, or sanctification ; and the hope of glory, or salvation. 

How is this subject of thanksgiving introduced? By the words, 
" above alL" 

What is meant by this ? That they are blessings in a peculiar de- 
gree callmg fbr thanksgiving. 

What is meant by " inestimable love ?" It means that it cannot be 
Bufficiently valued. 

What is the third part in this form ? It is a prayer for grace to 
have a proper sense of God*8 mercies. 

What efiects do we pray mafy be produced ? Both inward and out- 
ward. 

What inward effects ? That our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful. 

WJiat is meant by " unfeignedly ?" Really or sincerely. 

What outward effects ? That we may show forth his praise, not 
only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to his ser- 
vice, and by walking before him in holiness and righteousness all our 
days. 

What is meant by ^* shew forth his praise, not only with our lips, 
but in our lives ?" It means that we should not only praise God with 
our mouths, but should shew, by our mode of living, that we really 
feel grateful to him. 

What is meant by " giving up ourselves to his service?" So de^rous 
of pleasing him, as to have no inclination to act contrary to his wiH 

What is meant by " walking hdo/te Mm in hoHness and rigltlieoos- 
ness?" Living wiUi a constant recollection that God is present with 
us, which will lead us to abstain firom onytldng that Is uidioly. 
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Through whom do we pray ? Throngh Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

What ascription of praise does this prayer conclude with ? That 
all hdnour is due to the three persons in the Trinity — the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. 



lit Clanse of Address— FBslm cvi. 2 ; cxxxix. 18 ; 2 Cor. i. 3. 

2nd Clause— Gen. xjcxii. 10; 2 Sam. vii. 18 ; Isa. Ixiii. 7 ; Titus, iii. 5. 

3rd Clause— 1 Chron. xxiz. 10, 18; Fsalm Ixiii. 3; Ixxr. 1 ; czlr. 7-9, 14, 16, 18, 20. 

4th Clause— Psalm cxxxix. 14; Rev. iv. 10, 11. 

5th Clause— Neh. ix. 5, 6 ; Fsalm Ixxi. 6. 

6th Clause— Deut. viii. 10, 14 ; Psalm ciii. 2>5 ; Eph. y. 20. 

7th Clause— John, iiL 16; Col. i. 12-14 ; Rev. 1, 5, 6. 

8th Clause— Fsalm cxxii. 1 ; Acts, 11. 41, 42; Rom. x. 17; 2 Tim. ill. 16, 17. 

9th Clause— Rom. t. 1, 2; Col. i. 3, 4, 5 ; 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. 
10th Clause — Psalm ix. 1 ; xxxiii. 1; cxlvii. 1. 

llthClause— Psalm 1. 23; ciii. 1,2; cxi. 1,2; Math. v. 16; Rom. xii. 1; Eph. 
iv. 24. 



In the whole range of duties binding on us as Christians, it may, 
with truth, be said, that there is not one more important, or one in 
the discharge of which the majority of Christians are more remiss, than 
in thanksgiving. The reasonableness of this duty can scarcely be de- 
nied by any one who believes that everything we possess and enjoy, 
every present blessiBg and every future hope, comes from Him whose 
crejitures we are, and who is, emphatically, ^* the father of merdee and 
the -giver of every good and perfect gift.** The question then arises, 
why is it that it is so overlooked and neglected? The answer is sim- 
ple. It is pride, the absence of that spirit of self-abasement, which 
forces us to look upon ourselves as nothing, and as having nothing, 
and as being wholly indebted to God's mercy for every temporal and 
spiritual blessing. If we really felt as the patriarch did, that '^ we are 
are not worthy of the least of all the mercies that God has showed 
us," we should look upon every one of them as a free and unde- 
served gift, and each one, even the most trifling, would call forth ex- 
pressions of praise. This spirit of self-abasement lies at the root of 
every Christian grace, and in proportion as it exists in our hearts 
are we able to trace God's hand in all our mercies, and duly to appre- 
ciate his loving kindness. The framers of our liturgy felt this, and 
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therefore, before the conclusion of the Service, have put into the mouths 
of the congregation a form of thanksgiving, which is admitted to be a 
perfect spedmen of devotional eloquence, complete in all its parts, 
without a single redundant expression, giving utterance to the unwor- 
thiness of man, and the glory and the grace of God ; acknowledging that 
while man is not worthy of any mercy, he is, at the same time, a rich 
redpient of the bountiful loving kindness of God, not only in being 
blessed with innumerable temporal blessings, that render his sojourn 
in this world, to a certain degree, happy, but with every blessing need- 
ful for his souVs salvation, viz., justification by Christ in the re- 
demption of the world — sanctification by the Spirit in the means of 
grace, and the hope of eternal glory. But well knowing that in a 
proper exhibition of gratitude the life must speak as weU as the lips, 
they have added a prayer to the effect that, being duly impressed with 
a sense of God's mercies, our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, we 
may have grace tp exhibit in our future conduct that past mercies 
have not been lost upon us, and that under the constraining influence, 
of God's love, we may " present our bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is our reasonable service."* And wh^ we 
bear in mind that death brings with it no change of nature, only one 
of condition, and that praise is the sacrifice offered up without ceasing, 
day and night, in the temple above, if we would have any weU- 
graunded hope of joining " an innumerable company of angels, the ge- 
neral assembly and church of the first-bom, whose names are Written 
in heaven, and the spirits of just men made perfect,*' the language of 
praise must be learned by us here, to enable us to enter with fidl 
spirit into the songs and hallelujahs of those that are before the throne, 
saying, ** salvation to our God that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the lamb." 

* Bom. xii. 3. 
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THE PRATEB OP ST. GHBTSOSTOM. 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time 
with one accord to make our common supplications unto 
thee; and dost promise that when two or three are ga<» 
thered together in thy name, thou wilt grant their re- 
quests : &lfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of 
tny servants, as may he most expedient for them ; grant- 
ing us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and m the 
world to come, life ererlasting. Amen. 



This prayer is called ^*the prayer of St. Chrynostomi beoauae 
it is almost word for word taken from the Greek litm-gy, which 
is generally supposed to have been composed by him. He was a 
man remarkable for his piety and learning. He was bora in Anti- 
och, about A. D. 847| and died A. D. 407. He was saocessively Bishop 
of Antiocfa and Constantinople. 



How do we commence this prayer ? With the words *^ Almighty 
God." 

Which person of the Trlntty is here addressed ? The second, Qod 
the Son. 

How does this appear ? ' IVom a promise being pleaded In it, which 
was uttered by our Lord. 

Where is that promise given ? Matt, xviii. 20. 

What doctrine is by this proved to be held by the Church of Eng- 
land ? The divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What do we say that he has given us ? Grace at this time with 
one accord to make our common supplications unto him. 

What is meant by *^ grace ?" Assistance or inclination. 

What is meant by **at this time?" During the prayers that we 
have just been offering up. 
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What is meant by ** with one aooord T* It literally means tnth one 
agreement of heart. 

What ia meant by '* to make onr common supplicationB 7" Our 
united or genera] snpplications. 

What is meant by supplication? A prayer hnmbly deiliyerecL 

What do we plead in addition to this ? A promise which he haa 
given us. 

What is the purport of the promise ? That when two or three are 
gathered together in his name, he will grant their requests. 

What is meant by ^* being gathered together in his name T* Being 
met together for the purpose of praying to him. 

What do we ask the Lord to do ? To fulfil the desires and pe- 
titions of his sen'^ants. 

To what extent? As may be most expedient for us. 

What is meant by '* expedient ?** Proper for us. 

Why is this added ? Because there are many things which we may 
think good, which, if granted to us, would make us the reverse of 
happy. 

When we add this condition, to what do we submit our prayers ? 
To the wisdom and goodness of God. 

What hind of blessings may we ask without adding any reserva- 
tion ? Spiritual blessings. 

How are these spiritual blessings asked for in this prayer ? The 
knowledge of his word in this world, and in the next everlasting lifo. 

What is meant by ^^ the knowledge of his word ?" Hiat knowledge 
which not only enlightens the understanding, but purifies the heart, 
and which includes within it every spiritual blessing. 

Is there anything peculiar in the oondnsk>n of this prayer? There 
is — ^it does not end with the words " through Jesus Christ," or " for 
the sake of Jesus Christ." 

Why not ? Because it is directly addressed to Him, and not 
through him to the Father. 



AddreM — ftalm 3c1t. 3 ; iMUih, ix. 6 1 Ron. iz. 5 j Rev. i. 8. 

l>t Claoae — Pnlm z. 17 1 Luke, zi. I } Acts, ii. 1 ; Eph. vi. 18 ; Heb. zll. 28. 

and CUnae — Ezod. zx« 24 j Math. zvUi. 19, 20; John, zlr. Ut 1 John, t. 

14, 15. 
Srd CUuie — Fnlm z. 1, 4, ft ; ezlr. 18, 19 » 1 Cor. z. 23 t F'lU. 22, 23. 
4th Claune — Math. yi. 38 ; 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4 } John, zvii. 3 1 1 John, v. -20. 
5th CUuM — Math. ziii. 43 1 Bom. Ti. 22, 23 { 2 Pet. iii. 18. 



The compilers of our Liturgy were influenced by a ancere desire to 
edify the members of the churob, and therefore did not hesitate to 
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adopt any form of prayers that seemed to suit their purpose. Not 
knowing where to find one more excellent, or better adapted to the 
condnaion of the Service, they adopted this from a very ancient ri> 
tual of the Greek ehnrch. The congregation are now supposed to have, 
'* with one accord," asked for everything requisite and necessary, as 
well for the body as for the soul, for it may be affirmed that there is not 
anything that we can need for either one or the other, that has not 
been included in the prayers that have been presented. Nothing, 
therefore, can be more beautiful and edify mg than the manner in which 
we are called upon, as it were, to summon all our energies before we 
leave the throne of grace, to plead one of the most encouraging pro- 
mises which have been given us by our Redeemer, and to pray that, as 
he has ^ven us grace with one heart to unite in prayer to him, he will 
now fulfil our denres. But knowing that we are liable in all matters 
relating to this world, to form a wrong estimate of things — " to call evil 
good and good evil, to put darkness for light and light for darkness, 
to put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter,"* we pray him to take the 
fulfilment of our desires into his own hands, and to grant them accord- 
ing to his own infinite wisdom and goodness, only so. far as they may 
tend to our real happiness. This meek, submissive spir't is highly 
characteristic of the humble-minded Christian, and, in fiict, forms the 
basis of that liberty, to which, as the member of Christ and child of 
God, he is entitled. Possessing this spirit he can, in the midst of the 
sorest trials, and in the deepest poverty, calmly repose his concerns 
upon his God, and feel satisfied that, if it were good for him, he would 
be otherwise. This *tis true, is a high attainment, but it is one that 
we o«ght all to aim at, for what happhiess can be at all bompai>ed 
with that which such a man possesses, " havhig nothmg, and yet 
possessing all things ?"t Such a man, although this may appear to the 
man of the world to be enthusiasm, can look abroad upon the varied 
field of natui^ and though poor, perhaps, compared with those around 

* Iwi ah. ▼. 30. t Cor. vi. 20. 



36 MORNING AND BTBNINQ SERVICE OF THE 

him in this wocld't iredth, can, in the true spirit of a diild, call all 

that,he sees his owb» He can eojoj ewything he beholds with a 

projpDsty none else csd feeL 

** For be, with filial coofldenoe inspired, 
Can lift to heaven an nnpresomptuous eye, 
And smiling say, * my Father made them all.* "* 

Bat for spiritual blessings he needs no reserve ; the promise is, that 

" we shall be blessed with all spiritoal Uessmgs in heavenly places, 

|n Jesus Christ ;**t and, therefore, the mora earnestly he seeks for 

these, the more abundantly he shall be blessed with them — ^blessed 

with the knowledge of his word in this lift, which includes within it 

every blessing he can need ; and in the world to come, his knowledge 

shall be porfected in the full firuition of that life which is at God's right 

hand for evermore. "The Lord God is a sun and a shield ; the Lord 

will give grace and glory ; no good thing wiQ be withheld from them 

that walk uprightly.'*^ 

• Cowper*! ** winter Morning Walk.*' t Bl>h. I. 3. X PmOsi Izxziv^ 1 1 . 
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\ THE BENEDICTION. 



The grace of oar Lord Jeaus Christ, and the lore of 
6od« and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us 
all evermore. Amen. 



It has always been costoxnaiyi from the earliest ages, to dismiss the 
people from religioas assemblies with a blessing, which appears to have 
been pronounced by the principal persons present ; " without all con- 
tnu&tion, the less is blessed of the greater."* Sometimes, as in the 
case of Solomon at the dedication of the Temple (1 Kings, viiL 56, 
56, 57), it was pronounced by the king ; but most commonly it was by 
the priest, whose special office it was to bless in the name of the Lord 
(Num. yi. 22, 25, 26). In the Giristian church the custom has been 
continued ; and the church of England has adopted a form of benedic- 
tion word for word from the Scriptures, wliich is most comprehensive, 
bringing before our minds the whole plan of our salvation, that has 
been revealed in the Gospel, and committing us to the care and pro- 
tection of the ever-blessed Trinity, beseeching God, who is three per- 
sons in one nature, that the grace obtained by our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the work of redemption, may absolve us, that the love of the Fa- 
ther, who is now reconciled through his blood, may justify us ; and 
lastly, that by partaking of the communication of the Holy Ghost, we 
toay be sanctified. What an inestimable privilege it is to belong to a 
church, whose services so closely adhere to the word of God, and in 
an whose formularies are brought so prominently forward the grand 
truths upon wliich our souls may rest in perfect peace. They do, in- 

* Heb. TiL 7. 
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deed, humble man, by showliig to him the ooirnption of his nature ; 
that he ia altogether unworthy of any mercy ; that he cannot, for one 
moment, stand before Giod, for he is a miserable sinner, and has no 
health in him : but they likewise shew him that God is seated upon 
the throne of grace ; that to him every poor and weary sinner has 
ready access, for that by the saarifioe of Christ eveiy obstacle that 
stood in the way of our salvation has been removed ; that He, in- 
stead of " entering into judgment with us," ** is fidthful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousnsss ;** 
that ample provision, ^by the gift of the Holy Spirit, has been made 
for our complete salvation from the dominion of those sins, which se- 
parate us from our heavenly Father ; and that *' the God of hope 
will now fill us with all joy and peace in believing, that we may abound 
in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost'' 



THE END. 
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